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M. P. Nayar*: Scorpiothyrsus tetrandrus Nayar, sp. nov. 
(Melastomataceae) from Laos 

M. P. i" 3 ?) u*: y^P^M Scorpiothyrsus <£>—§!fH 

Li (in Journ. Arn. Arb. 25 : 33, 1944) established the genus Scorpiothyrsus 
for a homogenous group of species, belonging to the tribe Sonerileae, having 
cymose paniculate inflorescence with small flowers, equal and inappendiculate 
stamens and short oblong anthers. On this basis, Li (/. c.) transferred Phy- 
llagathis xanthosticta Merr. & Chun., P. xanthotricha Merr. & Chun, and P. 
erythrotricha Merr. & Chun, from Hainan to the genus Scorpiothyrsus. He 
also described in the same paper two more species, Scorpiothyrsus glabrifolius 
and S. ol'igotrichus from Hainan. S. tetrandrus Nayar is a new species 
recorded from Laos and it represents an extension of distribution of the 
genus. 

Scorpiothyrsus tetrandrus Nayar, sp. nov. Fig. 1 

A ceteris speciebus differt manifeste habitu subacaulescente vel acaules- 
cente, et floribus tetrandris. 

Herbae subacaules vel acaules, 15-30 cm. altae. Caulis brevis, puberulus 
setosus, setis 8-10 mm. longis. Folia rotundato-orbiculata vel rotundato- 
obovata, 10-20 x 7-14.5 cm., cordata ad basin, rotunda ad apicem, ciliato-den- 
ticulata ad margines, supra glabra, subtus inter nervos glabra, ad nervos 
parce puberula et setosa, membranacea, 9-nervia, reticulata, nervis latera- 
libus distinctis; petioli 2.5-7.5 cm. longi, puberuli et setosi. Inflorescentia 
paniculata, multiflora, 15-18 cm. longa, glabrescentia; bracteolae minutae 
lineares, 0.3-0.4 mm. longae; pedicellus 2-3 mm. longus. Calycis tubus cam- 
panulatus, 2-2.5 mm. longus, glaber, quadrangularis, limbus 4-lobatus, lobis 
triangularibus 0.6-0.7 mm. longis. Petala 4, ovato-oblonga, 2x1.5-1.8 mm., 
apice obtusa. Stamina 4, filamentis 2-2.5 mm. longis, antheris oblongis, 
2 mm. longis, 1-poris, connectivo non producto, basi inappendiculato. Stylus 
3.5 mm. longus, filiformis, gracilis, stigmate punctiformi. Capsula hemi- 
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Fig. 1. 


Holotype of Scorpiothyrsus tetrandrus Nayar. 
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sphaerica, 3 x 2.5 mm., glabra. Semina cuneata, 0.3-0.4 mm. longa, plura, pal- 
lide viridia. 

Distribution: on banks in evergreen bamboo forests, endemic to Laos. 

Laos. Muang Huang, Wieng Chan, alt. 1-200 m., 31 Mar. 1932, Kerr 
20819 (Holotype, K.) ; Muang Ben, Wieng Chan, alt. 1-300 m., 27 Apr. 1932, 
Kerr 21274 (K) ; Ibid., alt. c. 300 m., 26 Apr. 1932, Kerr 21799 (K). 

var. glanduloso-setosus Nayar, var. nov. 

A typo differt foliis supra parce setosis, et calycis tubo dense glanduloso 
setoso. 

Distribution: Laos. 

Laos. Tatom, Chnenig Kwang, alt. 1-200 m., 1 Apr. 1932, Kerr 20824 
.(Holotype, K.) 
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